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Prof. Tim Kent and his FE 134 class spent time last week working at the Mosaic Church community garden across Court Street.  Students learned about local sustainability efforts that are specifically targeting poor and working-class families.  (Photo courtesy of Tim Barr)

News
Fair Trade Fair – Today and tomorrow, TLU will host its annual Fair Trade Fair featuring fairly-traded handcrafts from artisans in developing regions around the world. The sale will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the ASC conference room A.   

Unique fair trade items handmade by disadvantaged artisans in developing regions will be available for sale from several vendors.

With each purchase of Lutheran World Relief items, you help artisans from 37 countries around the world improve working conditions, provide healthcare and education for them and their families by offering them fair prices for their products and long-term relationships.

Also featured in the fair will be items from Maya Works, member of the Fair Trade Federation; Palestinian Online Store, and Water to Thrive, an organization that aims to build wells for easy access to clean water in Ethiopia.  

The Fair Trade Fair is sponsored by the Jon and Sandra Moline Center for Servant Leadership and Lutheran World Relief Handcraft Project, a partnership of Lutheran World Relief and SERRV International.  Cash and checks are accepted with proper ID. 

Whether your purchases are for yourself or gifts for others, know that you are improving the lives around the world. 

Chemistry Seminar – Dr. David Son, Southern Methodist University Professor of Chemistry will be the Chemistry Seminar Guest Speaker on Friday, Dec. 4 at 2:00 p.m. in Moody Science 303.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Dr. Son, who holds his Ph.D. from M.I.T,  will be speaking on "Thiol-ene Chemistry: An Efficient Route to Functionalized Molecules.”  Thiol-ene reactions involve the addition of a S-H bond across a double or triple bond by either a free radical or ionic mechanism.  Thiol-ene reactions are essentially the sulfur version of the hydrosilylation reaction. Because the reactions are efficient, high yielding, and tolerant of various solvents and functional groups, many researchers now consider the thiol-ene reaction to be a "click" reaction.

Dr. Son said, “We have found the thiol-ene reaction to be an excellent method for derivatizing unsaturated organosilicon and organic compounds.  We recently reported the synthesis of a variety of functional organosilicon compounds from thiol-ene reactions of tetravinylsilane with commercially available thiols.”   
Professional Activities

Dr. Norm Beck, professor of theology, has a new book, Anti-Roman Cryptograms in the New Testament: Hidden Transcripts of Hope and Liberation, Revised Edition, (Studies in Biblical Literature, vol. 127), published by Peter Lang, 2010. It is available in the Blumberg Memorial Library, in the TLU Bookstore, and from Amazon.com. It is a significantly improved and expanded edition of his earlier Anti-Roman Cryptograms in the New Testament: Symbolic Messages of Hope and Liberation, Peter Lang, 1997. This new edition was requested by the publisher and will replace his earlier edition as a required reading in his THEO 333 New Testament Studies course. 

