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TLU students help local taxpayers – Taxpayers in the Seguin and New Braunfels areas can get help with tax preparation, thanks to students at Texas Lutheran University and the Internal Revenue Service’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program, which offers free tax help to people who earn less than $42,000. 
Texas Lutheran students Jeannette Garber and Calen Rude are running the two VITA programs.  Garber began the program in New Braunfels three years ago. This year Rude is managing the New Braunfels site, and Garber is in charge of the VITA program in Seguin, now in its second year.  Accounting students in TLU’s corporate tax class, taught by Dr. Sally Cook, volunteer to work during tax season at the two sites to assist taxpayers with their returns. 

Garber said the response from taxpayers is very positive.  “There are numerous times when people from the community tell us they are thankful that we are there to help them with their tax returns,” she said.

Hellos and Good-byes

Welcome to Ashley Winters, cheerleader director, who started at TLU Feb. 3. 

Athletics

Men’s baskeball –  The Bulldogs kept their American Southwest Conference playoff hopes alive with a 72-64 victory Saturday at Howard Payne University.  TLU moved its overall record to 6-14 and its conference mark to 6-11.

With the road victory, TLU moved into a four-way tie for the fourth and final playoff spot out of the ASC West Division.  The top four teams in the ASC West and the top four in the ASC East advance to the ASC Championship Tournament.

TLU plays three of its final ASC West contests at home. The Bulldogs host Mary Hardin-Baylor this Thursday in the first of the final three ASC West home games.

Saturday against Howard Payne, the Bulldogs put together a balanced scoring effort and one of its best rebounding games. TLU out-rebounded HPU 46-36.

TLU reserve Drew Smith came off the Bulldog bench to grab a career-best seven rebounds and score seven points.  Brad Howard led TLU with eight rebounds and 11 points. Nate Walton and Michael Flores added 11 and 10 points respectively.

Women’s basketball – Hope Hohertz and Elaine Hobbs scored 14 and 13 points, respectively, to lift Howard Payne to a 77-61 conference victory Saturday over TLU.

Tamisha Timpson led TLU with 16 points, six rebounds and two steals. Fellow freshman Pearl Kafoa hit three three-pointers and finished with nine points. 
TLU continues conference play this Thursday with a 5:30 p.m. home game against Mary Hardin-Baylor.

Baseball – Texas Lutheran opened its 2009 collegiate baseball season against Austin College with a doubleheader split Saturday and a win Sunday at TLU’s Katt-Isbel Field. 
In the doubleheader, Austin College won the first game, 6-2, and TLU grabbed the second game, 10-0. Austin College out-hit TLU 11-3 in the opening contest.

In game two, TLU broke open a close game with a seven-run seventh inning.

Kyle Harvey sparked the Bulldogs in game two with three hits, two runs and two RBI. One of Harvey’s three hits was a double. TLU out-hit AC 13-5 in game two.

Clay Childress homered and collected three hits to lift the Bulldogs to a 4-3 non-conference win Sunday over Austin College.  Jeremiah Steinert picked up his first collegiate victory with 4-1/3 innings of relief. He allowed just two hits and one earned run and struck out four.

TLU’s next home game is set for 2 p.m. Tuesday against Trinity University. TLU will have a live webcast of the game from www.tlu.edu/athletics.

Miscellaneous
Financial Aid Fact of the Day – When making a schedule change, it is always a good idea to check with the Office of Financial Aid first to see if your aid will be affected by adding or dropping hours.

