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Amber Martinez, admissions representative, checks in members of the Class of 2012 on Saturday.  Approximately 400 first-year students are on campus, making this a near record class.  Welcome Week activities continue today with the H.O.T. DAWG project and the Dive In Movie, and classes begin tomorrow.  For a complete Welcome Week schedule, click here: http://www.tlu.edu/students/the_community_experience/campus_programs/orientation/orientation_welcome_week 
News

Opening convocation – President Ann Svennungsen will deliver the keynote address at the university’s traditional opening convocation at 9:30 a.m., tomorrow in Jackson Auditorium, officially beginning the university’s 118th year.  

During the opening convocation ceremonies, President Svennungsen will welcome students, faculty and staff.  Seguin Mayor Betty Ann Matthies also will bring greetings on behalf of the Seguin community.  Dr. Mark Gilbertson, interim provost, will announce student and faculty awards and recognize new faculty and faculty promotions.  Dean Kristi Quiros will lead the installation of student organization leaders.

Refreshments will be served at Jackson Auditorium following the ceremonies. 

A modified class schedule will be held Tuesday morning, with the first class meeting 8-9 a.m. and the second class, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Alma mater update – This year is the 50th anniversary of the composing of the TLU Alma Mater hymn by Marlene Kriewald Bonds ’57 and former music professor Robert Weidner.  This song has been an important part of official ceremonies, football games, and other Texas Lutheran events since its penning in 1958.  It continues to tie generations of students and alumni together as part of their common Texas Lutheran experience.  To mark this special anniversary year, the Homecoming 2008 theme is "The Memories We've Gathered Here," one of the memorable lines from the hymn.  Marlene Bonds plans to be present and there will be a special recognition of her and this golden anniversary during Homecoming weekend (Oct. 31 - Nov.1).

 

This year will also see a minor adjustment to the hymn's lyrics.  Prior to 1996, when TLU was still TLC, the first lines of the second stanza of the hymn were:  "To thee beloved TLC, we pledge our love and loyalty."  Since then, the words have been:  "To thee beloved TLU, we pledge our love and loyalty."  Periodically since 1996 some have lamented the loss of the rhyme in the revised lines and have suggested that the words be rearranged: "Beloved TLU to thee, we pledge our love and loyalty."  

With the approval of the author, the words of the TLU Alma Mater Hymn now are:

 

O stately college of the plain,

The memories we've gathered here

Of chiming bell and chapel spire

Will live through each advancing year.
 

Beloved TLU to thee

We pledge our love and loyalty.

Hail to our alma mater fair!

The truth of Christ shall make us free.

 

You'll have a chance to sing the new version at Opening Convocation tomorrow morning, 9:30 a.m. at Jackson Auditorium.  

 

Library upgrade – Recently, the library upgraded the software for the TLU Library Catalog (http://www.tlu.edu/library). Over the next few weeks, the library will be re-configuring settings, so you may notice changes as you conduct searches to locate books, video recordings, and other items. However, if you encounter a problem, please send an e-mail to scarroll@tlu.edu or contact Sally Carroll-Ricks, library systems administratore-resources librarian at ext. 8103.

