Becky Hruza, left, oversees a service project hosted by Campus Ministry on Monday.  Chapel participants filled 120 hand-loomed backpacks from Guatemala with personal items that were donated by local businesses and the TLU community.  The filled backpacks were then donated to the local Women's Shelter. (Photo by Sarah Prisk) 
News

TLU selected for national program – TLU is the eighth college in the nation selected by the Council of Independent Colleges (CIC) to participate in its “Institutional Diagnostic Service for New Presidents” program. Participation is made possible by a $14,000 grant from CIC.

 

The Institutional Diagnostic Service for New Presidents program is designed to assist university presidents early in their tenures as they analyze and make strategic decisions about their institutions. It is conducted in partnership with The Presidential Practice (TPP), a group of retired long-term university presidents and chancellors who provide counsel to current presidents.

 

The program includes a campus visit as well as extensive research of the university. The four-member TPP team will review and analyze TLU's mission and structure; financial budgets; enrollment status and materials; fundraising strategy; academic status and plans; and other materials. During their visit to the TLU campus, scheduled for May 1-2, they will meet with regents, faculty, staff, and students, as well as President Ann M. Svennungsen.

 

Support for CIC’s Institutional Diagnostic Service has been provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

 

Professional activities

On April 18-20, Dr. Carolyn Schneider, associate professor of theology, participated in the North American Forum for Luther Research, meeting in St. Louis, Mo. In two small group sessions under the general heading of Devotional Literature and Pastoral Care, Dr. Schneider was able to present the work she is doing toward a book tentatively entitled Martin and Mechthild versus the Devil: Luther's Use of a Nun's Example in Responding to Demonic Attack. Her colleagues in the field gave good advice on how to go forward, so she thanks the Faculty Welfare Committee for this opportunity! 

Dr. Mark Gilbertson, professor of philosophy, attended the annual meeting of the American Philosophical Association, Central Division, in Chicago, April 16-20. He expresses his thanks to the Faculty Welfare Committee for faculty development grant support for this trip.
Sports

Men’s golf – TLU could not pull off a third straight American Southwest Conference Championship and placed second Tuesday to Mary Hardin-Baylor at Hurricane Creek Country Club.  TLU entered the final round a shot behind UMHB, but the Cru put together the round of the tournament – a 288 – over Tuesday’s final 18 holes and posted a 10-shot win over the Bulldogs.  TLU shot well in the final round, carding a team score of 297, but the Bulldogs could not close the gap on a hot UMHB squad.

TLU put four players in the Top 10 with Ryan Kiel firing three consecutive rounds of 74 to tie for second. He was joined on the ASC All-Conference First Team by teammates A.J. Vesey and Jeff Rein, who finished fourth and fifth, respectively. Senior Neil Simpson earned ASC All-Conference Second Team by finishing in a tie for 10th.  
TLU’s three-year run of qualifying for the NCAA DIII national tournament is in jeopardy. The Bulldogs will need an at-large invitation by the NCAA DIII golf committee to reach the national tournament for a fourth consecutive year. If the team does not qualify, one or more TLU players could be selected to participate at the national championships as individuals.

Women’s golf – TLU recorded a fifth-place team finish after yesterday’s conclusion of the 2008 American Southwest Conference Women’s Golf Championships at Hurricane Creek Country Club. After posting a team score of 365 on Monday, TLU came back with a 369 on Tuesday for a final team tally of 734.

TLU was led individually by sophomore Angela Aufderhaar, who placed eighth overall with rounds of 80 and 86. TLU sophomore Carly Hansen was four shots behind Aufderhaar and placed 10th. Hansen posted back-to-back 85s. Aufderhaar and Hansen each earned ASC Second Team All-Conference honors by virtue of their conference tournament finishes.  

