Noted San Antonio composer Alice Gomez, right, listens to the Wind Ensemble rehearing the piece she composed especially for TLU.  The piece, “La Madre Tierra” featuring a dissonance and vibrance of percussion and wind, will premiere at TLU’s final concert of the year tomorrow 7:30 p.m. in Jackson Auditorium.  The concert is free and everyone is invited.
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On April 11, the students enrolled in the U.S. Schools class visited three inner city schools in San Antonio. The class visited Harris Middle School, Hawthorne PK-8 Academy, and Brackenridge High School. The students had an opportunity to interview the principals, teachers, and students on current academic issues ranging from high expectations for at-risk students to school safety. Pictured left to right are, front row: Mindi Scogin, Tanya Keilers, and Courtney Wilkins; middle row: Moises Ortiz (principal of Harris Middle School), Karren Rotan, Susann Whitecotton, Libby Gonzales, Megan Bellanger, and Dr. Eduardo Torres (TLU assistant professor of education); back row: Michael Janak, Emily Burnett, Marissa Utterback, and James Pierce.

News 
TLU bands to perform – The TLU Symphonic Winds and Wind Ensemble, under the direction of Beth Bronk, assistant professor, TLU School of Music, will present their final concert of the season, entitled “Tribute.”  The concert, which is dedicated to this year's graduating seniors, will begin at 7:30 p.m., tomorrow (April 18) in Jackson Auditorium.  A performance of the TLU Drumline will follow the concert.  

The Wind Ensemble will perform music by three noted female composers: Alice Gomez, Julie Giroux, and Mary Ellen Childs.  Gomez composed “La Madre Tierra” especially for the Texas Lutheran Wind Ensemble, and this work will have its premiere at the TLU concert.  The composition uses the winds and percussion to illustrate the changing earth through the piece’s dissonances and percussive writing.

The Wind Ensemble will also perform “Zephyrus,” composed by Childs, and will feature Dr. Eric Daub, assistant professor of music at TLU, on the piano. Zephyrus is the Greek god of the west wind, musically depicted breathing life into all things in the spring. Giroux’s “Hands of Mercy,” was written in memory of a baby girl, Grace Victoria Giroux. 
The Symphonic Winds will perform two pieces. “A Time to Dance” by Julie Giroux, is based on Ecclesiastes 3, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven…a time to be born, and a time to die…a time to mourn, and a time to dance …."  The second piece, “Dancing at Stonehenge” by Anthony Suter, utilizes a variety of musical materials including Brazilian music, American jazz and Renaissance music, representing the diversity of the Stonehenge site.
The Symphonic Winds and Wind Ensemble will combine to perform “Tribute” by Alex Cross, dedicated to Texas Lutheran University Class of 2008. 
Immediately following the band concert, the TLU Drumline will take the Jackson Auditorium stage to present an original performance, “The Evolution of Drumming.”

Want to eat at Carino’s? Save the gas – come to the Student Activity Center at Jackson Park for the Delta Alpha Delta Sorority dinner benefitting the Susan G. Komen Foundation tonight from 7-9 p.m. The dinner, catered by Carino’s, will include a salad, lasagna, chicken, bread, dessert, and a beverage- and you get a lottery ticket.  Additional raffle tickets can be purchased for $1 each. Prizes to be raffled include gift cards and other items donated by local businesses.  The TLU String Ensemble will perform during dinner from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The event is open to the public. Tickets can be purchased at the door and are $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12. For more information, contact Delta Alpha Delta social chair Ruth Stevens at restevens@tlu.edu.

The Delta Alpha Delta Sorority has adopted breast cancer awareness as their philanthropy and has done a variety of different events to raise money for the Susan G. Komen foundation over the last few years. The sorority also participates in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure event every year in San Antonio. The Susan G. Komen Foundation aims to save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cure.  
Put a poem in your pocket today – In celebration of National Poetry Month, Prof. Thomas Morin’s students in the American Poetry and Drama class are observing National Poem in Your Pocket Day. 

The idea is to choose a poem you love to carry with you to share with co-workers, family, and friends.  The Academy of American poets writes "Poem In Your Pocket Day has been celebrated each April in New York City since 2002. Each year, city parks, bookstores, workplaces, and other venues burst with open readings of poems from pockets. Even the Mayor gets in on the festivities, reading a poem on the radio." 

If you would like to join Prof. Morin’s class, but don't have a particular poem in mind to carry with you, click here for pocket-sized poems. http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/409
Professional activities
Dr. Preston Reeves, professor of chemistry emeritus, and Dr. John McClusky, professor of chemistry, traveled with five chemistry majors to the 235th National Meeting of the American Chemical Society in New Orleans, April 6-8.  Four posters were presented.  Allison Cockrell presented her work with Dr. Reeves entitled “Dichlorocarbene Addition to Cycloalkenes,” and Tyler Adams presented his work with Dr. Reeves,  “PTC Preparation of 7,7-Dichlorobicyclo[4.1.0]heptane: Effect of Added Alcohols or Carboxylates.”  Megan Smith presented her work, along with that of several TLU graduates and Dr. McClusky, "Effect of Organoclay Additives on the Physical Properties of Polyurethane Elastomers."  Bradley Sparks and Dianna Brown presented their work with Dr. David Wasmund, professor of chemistry, entitled “Synthesis of Titanium-Crown Ether Complexes.”

Miscellaneous

Residence Life sponsored a service project at the Moline Center for Servant Leadership and Hein Dining Hall. They planted flowers at the Center in the bed created by the TLU grounds department and planted a tree near Hein.  
Left, Res Life volunteers pictured left to right are Kyle Wilson, Deanna Zapfe, Michelle Moreno, Matthew Saenz, Rachel DeCamp, Sarah Turner, Andrew Femath, and Rebecca Enslow.
