On Friday, April 11, students from the Spanish classes visited the Tyson plant, one of the larger employers of Seguin. Out of 450 employees, approximately 80 percent are of Hispanic origin. (Photo by Dr. Ana Maria Gonzalez)
News

Book signing – Three TLU professors who have had books published recently will participate in a book signing on April 22 from 5:30-7 p.m. in the Graf Lounge in the Alumni Student Center on the TLU campus. Refreshments will be provided and the event is free and open to the public.

Dr. Norm Beck, Poehlmann professor of theology and classical languages; Dr. Pam Johnston, associate professor of English and communication studies; and Dr. Phil Ruge-Jones associate professor of philosophy and theology; will read from their books and then facilitate a question and answer session with those in attendance.

Beck’s book is called Blessed to be a Blessing to Each Other: Jews and Muslims as Children of Abraham in the Middle East. Beck is currently active in Jewish-Christian-Islamic dialogue, the Jesus of history and early church development research, and the current political and religious situation in the Middle East.
Johnston’s novel entitled Little Lost River is being published by University of Nevada Press. This is her first novel. Her shorter work, both fiction and non-fiction, has appeared in a wide variety of print and online publications.  Johnston is currently at work on a second novel and a collection of personal essays on higher education. 
Ruge-Jones’ book is entitled The Word of The Cross in A World of Glory. It is one of two of his books coming out this year that each address how the language of the crucified Messiah challenges the thirst for power, prestige, and profits. His books are the fruit of a recent sabbatical Texas Lutheran University granted him.

All three books can be purchased in the TLU bookstore in the ASC and will be sold at a 15 percent discount on the day of the event.

Ledbetter accepted to Thrivent Fellows program – Stan Ledbetter, vice president for finance, was recently accepted to the Thrivent Fellows program, sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Council of College and University Presidents.

The Thrivent Fellows program was created to better equip candidates for leadership positions in Lutheran colleges, universities, and seminaries.  It trains candidates in areas of the Lutheran tradition of vocation, the development of individual leadership capacities, and consideration of management and best practices in Lutheran higher education.

Ledbetter, a native of Seguin, holds a B.B.A. from Texas A&M University. He joined TLU in 1999 and currently is responsible for the university’s accounting, finances, human resources, and facilities.

“This is a great honor, and I am looking forward to this experience,” Ledbetter said.

The program, which is only offered to senior and mid-level leaders in Lutheran colleges, universities, and seminaries, lasts 12 months.  During that time, Lutheran Fellows participate in a 10-day opening leadership retreat, a week-long visit to another Lutheran college or university, the annual meeting of Lutheran College and University presidents, a professional development project, and the Lutheran Educational Conference of North America (LECNA).

The Thrivent Fellows Program is sponsored in partnership with the Vocation and Educational Unit of the ELCA, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, Board for University Education, and LECNA.

Professional activities

Dr. Bill Russell, assistant professor, theology and philosophy, has recently published three articles: "Nurturing the Lutheran Church in Liberia’s Theological Ecosystem," in Logia: a Journal of Lutheran Theology (Epiphany 2008); "Key to the Scriptures," in The Lutheran (January 2008); and a review of The Theology of the Cross in Historical Perspective, by Anna Madsen, in The Trinity Seminary Review (Winter/Spring 2008).
The Chinese edition of Communicating in Small Groups: Principles and Practices by Steven A. Beebe and TLU Provost Dr. John T. Masterson has been published by Peking University Press.

Sports

Baseball – TLU outfielder Drew Farr was named the ASC Co-Hitter of the Week after slugging a TLU and conference record three home runs in a Saturday win over Schreiner.

Women’s track and field – The TLU team posted national championship provisional qualifying marks Saturday in the 4x100 and 4x400 meter relays at the Texas A&M-Kingsville Javelina Relays.

The Bulldogs provisionally qualified for the NCAA Division III Outdoor Track and Field Championships in the 4x100 with a time of 48.31 and placed second. Members of the 4x100 relay were Jessica Raglon, Taffey Gray, Ashley Williams, and Amber Meeks. The time currently places TLU seventh in the NCAA Division III for times recorded this season.

In the 4x400 relay, the Bulldogs finished with a time of 3:55.21 and placed fourth. Members of the 4x400 relay were Williams, Gray, Destiney Jones, and Casey Toombs. The time of 3:55.21 stands as the fifth-fastest time in the NCAA Division III this season.

The Bulldogs received a second-place finish from Jessica Raglon in the pole vault, with a jump of 11 feet, 6.25 inches. Raglon’s clearance also qualified as a provisional mark for the national meet. Raglon still holds DIII national rankings of fifth in the long jump and fifth in the triple jump. She did not compete in those two events at the Kingsville meet.

Staci Jackson finished second in the 100 (12.63) and the 200 (25.53). From times posted previously this season, Jackson currently sits second in DIII in the 200.  
Williams finished sixth in the 400 with a time of 57.95 seconds. Valerie Clark and Anita Cline finished fourth and fifth, respectively, in the 400 hurdles with times of 1:10.58 and 1:13.21 seconds. Clark’s time was a season-best.

Cline also finished sixth in the high jump with a leap of 5-0.25. Alex Yager finished fifth in the triple jump with a mark of 33-9.25 inches. Amber Lowe finished sixth with a mark of 31-5.25 inches.

Miscellaneous

Plant sale – Get ready for the APSS (Administrative Professional Support Staff) Annual Plant Sale, April 30 at the Beck Center. If you would like to donate plants for sale please contact Becky Hruza at the Center for Servant Leadership at rhruza@tlu.edu or extension 8160. All of the proceeds will be used for beautification projects on campus (benches, flower gardens, Christmas displays, etc.).  
Donate those items – Do you have shampoo, conditioner, and/or lotions from hotels that you don't know what to do with?  Here's an idea.  Campus Ministry will be hosting a service project for the local women's shelter on the 21st.  We will be donating back packs (150) filled with personal hygiene products.  We have asked the local hotels to assist us and we have received plenty of bar soap.  Can you donate?  Call Becky Hruza for details or e-mail at rhruza@tlu.edu.  Thanks in advance!

