News

First Year Celebration 2008 – “Blazing New Trails- Ready for Round 2?” is a week committed to celebrating the accomplishments and achievements of all first-year TLU students.  A special activity will be celebrated each day this week beginning with today at noon in the Graf Lounge with “Who’s Who of TLU Student Leaders.” Student leaders will discuss their roles in SGA, Residence Life and more ways of becoming involved.  Check the daily calendar for more information on each event.  For more information, contact the First Year and Special Programs Office at ext. 6406 or the Peer Mentors at ext.6909.
Composer Alice Gomez – The TLU School of Music, Center for Women’s Studies, and Center for Mexican American Studies will present composer Alice Gomez in a special talk back and open rehearsal session at 4:30 p.m. tomorrow (April 15) in Jackson Auditorium.  The program is free and open to the public.  

Gomez has composed La Madre Tierra especially for the Texas Lutheran University Wind Ensemble, and this work will have its premiere at their April 18 concert.  The talk back session is intended as an opportunity to explore the creative process via discussion with this renowned composer.  

“The composition is about the changing earth, about the changes on our planet,” Gomez said.  She references Mayan prophecy that predicts the end of the world as we know it in 2012 and has tried, through the winds and percussion, to illustrate this through dissonances and percussive writing.

Gomez is a longtime resident of San Antonio where she grew up playing drums in her father’s Latin dance band.  Today, her compositions are “works that capture the true spirit of ethnicity and communicate it in contemporary musical language.”  Her compositions “strive to preserve and promote the traditions of my own Hispanic culture, as well as those of the many other cultures that I have embraced.”     

Gomez, associate professor of music at San Antonio College, teaches courses in American music, percussion, and directs the Latin jazz ensembles and Estudiantina.  She served as Composer-in-Residence for the San Antonio Symphony from 1993-1996 and has performed professionally as a percussionist with several groups, including the San Antonio Symphony, The San Quilmas Consort, and San Antonio Early Music Ensemble.  Her music has been featured on several recordings, radio stations, and television programs, including 20/20, ArtBeat, and Heritage.

Seeking El Premio Salinas nominations – El Premio Salinas is a $500 scholarship annually awarded to a TLU student in recognition of his or her unselfish promotion of cultural understanding and harmony. The award honors those students who have placed others before themselves, have involved themselves in socially worthy activities, and have served their community with respect and understanding. It honors students whose presence and work at TLU has exhibited their appreciation of racial, cultural, ethnic, gender, lifestyle, and age differences in the world around them. It is an award that does not require a specific grade point average and is open to all currently enrolled students. 

El Premio Salinas is named after the late TLU student Roberto Lee Salinas, who drowned in August 1972, the summer prior to his senior year. His friends established the unique award in 1973 as a way to ensure that Roberto’s life as a decent human being who held an extraordinarily accepting attitude toward all people and a willingness to serve others would be encouraged and forever remembered. 

Click here for the nomination form.  Any TLU student, faculty member, or staff person may submit a nomination to the Premio Salinas Award Committee, c/o the Mexican American Studies Center, LH 107, or e-mail the form to jrodriguez@tlu.edu. The submission deadline is Friday, April 25, at noon. 

Art students’ exhibit – TLU art students will have their work showcased in the annual student exhibit, beginning with a reception on Thursday, April 17 at 3:30 p.m. in the Annetta Kraushaar Gallery in the Schuech Fine Arts Center.  Refreshments will be served. 

Each year, the art department at Texas Lutheran organizes the student art show to highlight the best students of the year and inform the community about the role of the art department in academia.

This year, many art forms will be featured, including painting, printmaking, design, sculpture, ceramics, and drawing.  The individual professors in each field of study decide how many pieces will be featured each year.

T. Paul Hernandez, associate professor of art, believes that having their work showcased and having the opportunity to discuss their work with others is an integral part of an artist’s development.

“It is the final act in the art making process,” Hernandez said.  “A student needs to know that by exhibiting their work, he or she has created a dialogue about the quality of the work.”

Hernandez hopes that non-art students and the outside community will take this opportunity to learn about art through the efforts of the students.  “Successful art is the mirror of everyday life,” he said. 

The exhibit will continue through April 30.

Miscellaneous
A Note to Dr. Gilbertson – We see your 20 tulips, and raise you 40 Hippeastrum (located in front of Moody Science – see photo below).
Sincerely,
The Biology Department (planting by Dr. Lievens, photography by Dr. Gustafson)

