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2005 TLU graduate and IRS Special Agent Demetrius Hardeman spoke to several accounting classes yesterday, including the Corporate Tax class. Pictured during the presentation to the class are, left to right, Sarah Turner, Calen Rude, Stephanie Cabello, Jessenia Olivares, Demetrius Hardeman, Jenna Davisson, Michelle Williams and Bethany Morgan-Gohlke. 
Senior accounting and finance major Jeanette Garber, right, helps Rudy T. Dietert of Seguin with her tax return, a part of the IRS’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.  TLU students in the Corporate Income Tax class volunteer for the program. (Photo by  Jenna Davisson)
News
HVAC update – Because of scheduled activities on campus, the planned shutdown of the air conditioning and heating system on campus that was scheduled for April 5-6 has been delayed until the following weekend.  The shutdown is now scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, April 12 and be back up Sunday afternoon.  The system will continue to blow air – but the air will not be cooled or heated. The shutdown will affect all building on campus EXCEPT the apartments, Clifton Hall, the ASC, and the Student 

Activity Center at Jackson Park.  This shutdown is part of the continuing work on the underground piping system.  Thank you for your patience.  

Congratulations to the 16 first-year students who have been accepted to the Leadership Certificate Program – Zach Beshea, Rogers Brown, Karen Dettloff, Brian Hill, Elizabeth Holschuh, Mariah Kilbourne, Alyssa Klaus, W. Austin Manning, Megan McIntosh, Kylee McPherson, Ryan Michaels, Paul Riser, Jessica Roe, Brenlyn Vatthauer, Marcie Wiedner, and Kirstyn Williams. The students are nominated to the program by professors and staff members.

Twenty-one TLU accounting students are volunteering their time to help others while gaining valuable hands-on experience working with taxes through the IRS’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. 
All of the students are members of Dr. Sally Cook’s Corporate Tax class, and they earn class credit for working at VITA.  Cook recognizes the benefits VITA has on the community and the work experience students gain from working with the program.

“The students get practice in working directly with clients, translating what they learn in the classroom into real world experience,” Cook said.  “They also discover that their accounting training can be more than just a career, that they can also have a positive impact on the community and on the lives of lower income clients.”

This is the second year that TLU has worked with VITA.  The program has grown since last year, with the IRS adding another location in Seguin to serve the community along with the current site in New Braunfels.  TLU has six more students participating this year than they had last year.

All volunteers are required to pass an individual tax test through the IRS before they are allowed to perform tax services through VITA.  The students are trained in tax law and are familiar with various tax credits that VITA participants qualify for.  VITA is a free service the IRS provides for lower-income families and the elderly each year during tax time.

“I challenge the students to do more than just help wealthy clients avoid taxes, but to also give back to the community,” Cook said.
The students’ participation in the VITA program reflects TLU’s dedication to service learning.  The students get a chance to serve their community at the same time they are building their résumés and their communication skills.

“It is giving the students who volunteer experience in dealing with clients, and it helps the students take what they are learning in the classroom and use it to help those who need it,” Jeannette Garber, TLU student and site coordinator, said.  “Students who volunteer with VITA not only gain a resume building experience, but they also gain client interaction, which is a good skill to have when it is time for students to start searching for jobs.”

Hellos and good-byes

Welcome to Roxanne Long, new head women’s basketball coach, who began at TLU on Monday. 

Sports

Women’s Track and Field –TLU senior sprinter, triple jumper and pole vaulter Jessica Raglon has been named the ASC Female Co-Athlete of the Week after her track and field performances Saturday.

At the University of Texas at Arlington Bobby Lane Invitational, Raglon broke her own school record in the pole vault and set another in the triple jump. She cleared 11 feet, 11.75 inches in the pole vault to finish fourth and jumped a national-best distance of 38 feet, 1/4 inch in the triple jump to place seventh. Both of Raglon’s efforts produced provisional marks for the NCAA Division III national meet.

Raglon and the Bulldogs will compete at the McMurry Relays on Thursday in Abilene, Texas. Other upcoming events on the Bulldogs’ outdoor track schedule are the Texas A&M-Kingsville Relays on April 12 and the American Southwest Conference Championships on April 25-26. The 2008 ASC Championships will be hosted by McMurry University in Abilene, Texas.

Miscellaneous

Plant Sale – It's time for the APSS (Administrative Professional Support Staff) Annual Plant Sale.  This year the sale will begin at 8 a.m. on April 30 at the Beck Center. All  proceeds will be used for beautification projects on campus. 
If you would like to donate plants to the sale, please contact Becky Hruza at the Center for Servant Leadership at rhruza@tlu.edu or extension 8160.
 

 

