News
Chavez March – The first Seguin Cesar Chavez March sponsored by TLU’s Mexican American Student Association (MASA) was held last Sunday. About 55 members of MASA, other students, faculty, staff and members of the Seguin community joined the March from the Guadalupe County Courthouse in downtown Seguin to the TLU Library Lawn where Rebeca Flores, a retired member of the United Farm Workers Association in San Antonio, spoke about Cesar Chavez's mission in organizing farm workers and demanding justice for all.  The Mariachi Mass was celebrated at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the Abiding Presence, followed by food and dancing on the Library Lawn where more students joined the fun.   

 
MASA President Luis Moreno introduced guest speaker Rebeca Flores.
(Photo by Megan Schievelbein)

Environmental Seminar – Over the past 30 years, rural communities of the Great Plains have witnessed recurring scenes of population loss, stagnant economies, youth out-migration, and degradation of natural resources…anything but the picture of sustainability and resilience.  In recent years, residents of rural communities are beginning to rediscover that every community already has in place 12 foundational assets that can be called commonwealths.  
On Friday, April 11, community developer and educator Dr. Darryl Birkenfeld will present an environmental studies seminar, “Commonwealths...the Foundations of Resilient Local Communities," in which he will identify and describe 12 commonwealths, and engage participants in visualizing these key founts of resilience for their communities.  
Dr. Birkenfeld will illustrate how Ogallala Commons, (www.ogallalacommons.org) a nonprofit community development resource network, uses six fence posts as key capacities that reinvigorate the 12 commonwealths, in communities located in Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas.

A social entrepreneur, educator, and community developer, Dr. Birenfeld was raised on a diversified family farm in Nazareth, Texas, with seven brothers and four sisters.  He earned an undergraduate degree in the humanities at College of Santa Fe, N.M., where he also studied for the Roman Catholic priesthood.  Seminary formation then took him to the American College in Leuven, Belgium, where he earned a master’s degree in religious studies from the Catholic University of Louvain, and a special BA in philosophy from the Higher Institute of Philosophy.  
Birkenfeld was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Amarillo in 1988, and he served for 14 years, doing ministry in three Hispanic parishes.  He also started the annual Southern Plains Conference, and founded The Promised Land Network as an educational outreach for sustainable agriculture.  
In 2002, he completed a Ph.D. from The Graduate Theological Union and the University of California in Berkeley, successfully defending a dissertation on reconstructing a holistic method for U.S. agricultural ethics.  
Later in 2002, he left the priesthood, and continued following his calling in rural community development by becoming Director of Ogallala Commons, a nonprofit community resource development network, offering leadership and education for communities in the eight-state region of the High Plains-Ogallala Aquifer region.   
Everyone is invited to the seminar, which will begin at 1 p.m. in Moody Science 101. 

Faculty Minutes – The minutes from the March 11 faculty meeting are available online or by clicking here.  The next meeting will take place on April 8.
Special Education Seminar – Education students accompanied by Professor Donna Zipp from the Survey of Special Populations class learned about the importance of developing a collaborative relationship with school district special education personnel in order to provide quality services to all students in inclusive classrooms. Special thanks to Dr. Sylvia Phipps, Seguin ISD special education administrator, and her staff – Angela Alexander, homebound instructor;  Lindsey Salinas, L.S.S.P.; Marla Martinez, M.Ed., educational diagnostician, Lori Parker, L.S.S.P., TLU alumnae; Cynthia Avery, occupational therapist; Tim Gerhardt, teacher of the visually impaired/Certified Orientation Mobility Specialist; Cynthia LeBeouf M.A., CCC/SLP; Lindsey Salinas, L.S.S.P.; and Julie Sheldon, educational diagnostician – for sharing their expertise with our future teachers.

Education students who accompanied Prof. Zipp are, left to right, Ellen Pritchett, Desiree Morris, Christina Jones, Susann Whitecotton, Elise Grisham, Jenna Haught, Josephine Halm, Adriana Cervantes, Alex Gonzalez, James Pierce, Karren Rotan, Emily Burnett, Marisa Utterback, and Ashley Williams.
    https://tlu.tlu.edu/i/facstaff/committees/Faculty_Meetings/2008/0804-april/FacMins_200803.doc
