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Photo
Members of Alpha Phi Alpha give the national fraternity’s sign for “Light” as they sell delicious homemade baked goods in the ASC. Pictured left to right are John Jackson, Dexter Brewer, A.J. Costa, Darrell White, Colin Williams, and Joel Walden.  The Alpha Phi Alpha Bake Sale continues today and Thursday in the ASC. (Photo by Ryan Brown)
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Townhouses coming down – Stuermer Hall, popularly known as “the townhouses,” will be demolished this summer according to Dr. John Masterson, executive vice president and provost.  Masterson cited the building’s age and condition as reasons for the Board of Regents’ decision.

“Stuermer Hall was built in 1977 with stick-frame construction.  Buildings of that type have a normal life expectancy of about 25 years, which we have now exceeded by several years,” he said. “As the need for major repairs and on-going maintenance has mounted in recent years, we have decided that it is not a good use of the university’s resources to keep putting money into this structure.” 

Tentative plans call for the construction of a sport court recreation area in the vicinity of Stuermer Hall’s current location.  There are no plans at this time to construct additional student housing on campus.

“Stuermer Hall has lived a good life but its time has come,” said Masterson.  “Recent improvements to other residence halls and apartments on campus now enable us to provide higher quality housing for our students than Stuermer.  The money we will save over the long-run by razing Stuermer can be used for further improvements in existing housing.” 

Library Web site – Click here to see the updated library Web site that was changed over spring break.  You can still access all databases and all web resources under the new links, Databases by Subject and Databases by Title. Our QuickSearch (metasearch engine) now only contains databases that can be included in a simultaneous search.  

We believe the new organization is more user-friendly but let us know what you think by sending comments or suggestions to Ask-A-Librarian or to scarroll@tlu.edu .

The embedded links are:

Databases by Subject  - http://www.tlu.edu/library/library_databases_subject

Databases by Title - http://www.tlu.edu/library/library_databases_1

QuickSearch - http://www.tlu.edu/library/library_metasearch

metasearch - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metasearch

Ask-A-Librarian - http://www.tlu.edu/library_ask

Call for Centennial Lecture Series Proposals – Approximately $12,000 is currently available to fund a Centennial Lecture for the 2008-2009 academic year.  The Centennial Lecture Series is funded through proceeds from the Brown Endowment Fund, established by Mrs. Jessie Schultz Brown and Dr. Jack H. U. Brown to enrich the arts, sciences, and culture at TLU.  The purpose of the Centennial Lecture Series is to bring to campus well-known guest lecturers who have achieved prominence in the arts, sciences, and culture and to enhance the reputation, distinctiveness, and visibility of TLU.  This means that guest lecturers should have public appeal, as well as distinction in their field of expertise. The following guidelines apply:  

· the proposal must come from a faculty or staff member 

· the department originating the request must be willing to contribute some funds to the event 

· the proposal should include all costs of the event 

· the lecture must include both a classroom component as well as a public component 

· the initiating department is responsible for management, planning, and publicity for the event.  

Proposals are due by April 21, and should be submitted to Martha Rinn by campus mail or e-mail (mrinn@tlu.edu).  The “Centennial Lecture Series Proposal Form” (including complete guidelines) is available on the intranet under the “Forms and Requests” link.

Call for Proposals for cultural activities events – Are you thinking of inviting an artist, performer, or guest lecturer to campus next year?  If so, the Cultural Activities Committee would like to hear from you.  A small amount of money is available to bring cultural events to campus during the 2008-2009 academic year.  Proposals should fit within the mission of the Cultural Activities Committee, which is to plan, promote and encourage fine arts events and public lectures on campus.  In keeping with the mission, proposed activities should support the educational objectives of the university, contribute to the cultural enrichment of the region, and enhance Texas Lutheran’s public image.  Proposals are due by April 4 and should be submitted to Martha Rinn by campus mail or e-mail (mrinn@tlu.edu).  The “Proposal for Cultural Event Funding” form is available on the intranet under the “Forms and Requests” link.

Professional activities  

Dr. Pam Johnston, associate professor of English who has published her first novel, Little Lost River; numerous short stories; and non-fiction articles, will take part in Our Lady of the Lake University’s (OLLU) Annual Literary Festival, titled “Just Words / Palabras de Justicia,” March 31-April 6. A long list of celebrated writers will participate. Dr. Johnston will meet with Writers of the Lake on April 1 at 5:30 p.m., and at 7 p.m. in the Providence Hall West Social Room will read her work during “An Evening of Readings with Naomi Shihab Nye and Pamela Johnston.”  Nye is an award-winning poet and author who has been a National Book Award finalist, a Witter Bynner Fellow from the Library of Congress, and winner of several other awards. The OLLU festival events are free and open to the public.  For more information, click here.

Sports

Softball - TLU and Trinity split a softball doubleheader last night as host Trinity won the first game 1-0, and TLU took game two 12-7. TLU’s overall record moved to 8-10.  

Trinity won the first game behind a complete-game, two-hit shutout from Kate Wright, who struck out two and overcame six walks. TLU stranded nine runners on base against Wright.

In game two, the Bulldogs took advantage of five Trinity errors that led to five unearned runs. Natalie Suciu, Melissa Stewart and Karrah Black each drove in two runs, and Alison Organ and Nicole Hatley each delivered three hits. Black picked up the victory in game two and moved her pitching mark to 2-6.  

Hellos and good-byes

On May 31, Harold Sager, vice president for principal gifts, will retire from Texas Lutheran University.  Having graduated from TLU in 1962, he began working for his alma mater in 1969 as the assistant director of admissions (church relations).  From 1972 to 1984 he occasionally taught here as a part-time instructor in the history and theology departments while pursuing graduate studies at UT-Austin and serving as a pastor in Lutheran congregations.  On April 2, 1984, he became vice president for development.  His development work for the past 24 years has played a role in initiating and developing those relationships upon which TLU depends for gifts to increase the endowment, support the current operating budget, and fund building projects.

To celebrate Harold’s retirement, the development office will host an informal mix and mingle alfresco reception on Friday, May 2, from 5 to 7 p.m. on the lawn of the Fritz Homestead.  A brief program will begin at 5:30 p.m. All members of the faculty and staff are cordially invited to attend.  Although a response to this invitation is not an attendance requirement, those who plan to attend may assist the Development staff in preparing for the event by calling Marisol Zamorano at ext. 8037 or by sending  an e-mail message to her at mzamorano@tlu.edu.

Miscellaneous

The TLU Relay for Life Team is meeting at noon on Friday, March 28, in the Clifton Room of Beck.  Anyone from the TLU Community who would like to participate is invited to the meeting.
