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Ramiz Tafilaj, left, presents a flag of the newly independent Kosovo to Texas Lutheran University.  Accepting the flag were Valmir Buçaj on behalf of the TLU students from Kosovo and TLU Senior Vice President for University Relations Steve Anderson. RTK, the national public television station in Kosovo, filmed the presentation and interviewed the Kosovar students, Anderson and Charla Bailey, director of international education programs.
News

HVAC Update – Work began yesterday on the first phase of the trenching for the underground loop piping for the new heating and air conditioning system.  The first phase of trenching is from the Central Plant area, north of the library, to Schuech Fine Arts Center.  The trench is six-feet wide by four-feet deep and is surrounded by a six-foot chain link fence to assure the safety of persons walking across campus. Although this may cause some inconvenience as it will close a portion of the sidewalk leading to the Fine Arts Center, Tom Dodgen, director of the physical plant, said, “We will minimize these inconveniences as much as possible, and the buildings will remain accessible – but sometimes it will not be by the most direct route that people are used to using.”

The first phase of the project and current sidewalk closure is scheduled to continue through March 28.

Don’t forget that if you are on campus next week, the gas will be turned off on March 17-18 in order to relocate the existing gas meter. 

Psi Chi Conference – On Saturday, March 8, the TLU Psychology Department hosted the Southwestern Students of Psychology: Ideas, Data Exchange and Review (SW SPIDER) Psi Chi conference. Over 80 participants from 12 different universities were involved. In addition to eight invited speakers, there were 17 student posters and 10 student paper presentations.  Although there were many fine poster and paper presentations, awards for the top poster presentations went to students from Northwest Vista College for a poster entitled, “Mistaking contentment for happiness,” and to TLU students Todd Hallowell, Kathryn Van Duyn, Rebecca Enslow, Chelsea Sullivan, Robin McDonald, Charles Russell, and Sara Gonzalez for their poster entitled, “Picture this!”  
Awards for top paper presentations included students from TCU for a paper entitled, “Rodent habituation: The startle reflex when accompanied by the presentation of a 65 dB acoustic stimulus,” students from Stephen F. Austin State University for a paper entitled, “Online dating influenced by gender attractiveness and career motivation,” and TLU students Rebecca Enslow, Christopher Rodriguez, and Will Brown for their paper entitled, “Attractiveness equals truthfulness? A study in human physical attractiveness and its effects on lie detection.”  Congratulations to these and other students for their excellent work.  For a complete list of invited talks, posters, and paper presentations, or for additional information on the conference, please contact Dr. Mike Czuchry, assistant professor of psychology, at mczuchry@tlu.edu.

 

Alpha Chi Conference – March 6-8 the Alpha Chi Regional Convention was held at TLU. Four Alpha Chi members from TLU competed: 
· Ryan Anderson, who gave a presentation entitled “Cinematographical Apparatus in ‘The Truman Show’”

· Everlee Cotnam, who presented “The Imbrication of Jack the Ripper and Sherlock Holmes: How Victorian’s Fear of the Whitechapel Murderer Catalyzed the Need for the World’s Greatest Fictional Detective”

· Jessica Matlack, whose presentation was “John 9: The Blind Will See”

· Amanda Schnelle, who presented “The Morality and Legality of Active Euthanasia.”

Amanda won a regional scholarship for her presentation.  Ryan and Jessica competed for national scholarships, but it is not known at this time whether or not they won.

Alpha Chi’s Public Service Forum – Dr. Norm Beck invites the TLU community to attend the Public Service Forum tonight (March 13), 7:30-8:45 p.m., in the Timmerman Room of Hein Dining Hall to share “ideas and discussions about our antiquated U.S. Selective Service System and about ways in which we can and are called to serve other people in a great variety of settings in meaningful, satisfying ways,” Dr. Beck said. “I am eager to present some ideas about this and then to hear from the excellent panel of respondents and from all within the people gathered there.”

The panel will include Dr. Judith Hoffmann, TLU assistant professor of history and geography; Prof. Harry Foster, TLU instructor in theology; U.S. Army Chaplain Paul Dirksmeyer, who is a 1981 graduate of TLU; and Daniel White, a current TLU student with military service experience.  Alpha Chi chapter president, Laura Jarzombek, will preside at the Forum.   
Professional activities

Dr. Rebecca Kosary, assistant professor of history, attended the Annual Meeting of the Texas State Historical Association held in Corpus Christi, March 5-8.  The TSHA is the oldest scholarly historical organization in the state, and Dr. Kosary currently serves on the Programming Committee.  This year’s meeting included an unusually wide-ranging and diverse collection of sessions, as the organization partnered for the first time with the Hispanic Heritage of Texas Project.  

 

