Josh Hernandez, director of annual giving, encourages junior biology major Sara González, one of the student Phon-a-thon callers at the Fritz Homestead earlier this week.  Through 10 weeks of calling last fall and this spring, the 15 students have been responsible for raising over $220,000!  Not only do the callers raise money that benefits everyone at TLU, they also have a great time competing with each other for nightly prizes.
News

When the TLU Board of Regents meets on campus today and tomorrow (Feb. 22-23), there will be two new members – Laura Sanford and Lewis Westerman, both of San Antonio, have each been elected to a four-year term on the university’s governing board.  

Sanford is president of the AT&T Foundation, the philanthropic arm of AT&T Inc. and its family of companies and one of the 10 largest corporate foundations in the country.  Sanford is actively involved in local and national non-profit organizations including Los Compadres de San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, the Tiger Woods Learning Center, and the National Council of La Raza (NCLR).
Westerman is senior director of real estate for Silver Ventures, Inc., a privately held investment company where his responsibilities include the re-development of the historic Pearl Brewery in San Antonio.  He is a member of several professional and civic organizations.   Westerman is a member of Christ Lutheran Church of Alamo Heights where he is president of the Parish Council.   
Masterson to retire – Dr. John T. Masterson this week announced his plans to retire as Texas Lutheran University executive vice president and provost, effective May 31, 2008.   

For nine years Masterson has served as the university’s chief academic officer and has supervised TLU’s student life, athletics, library, campus ministry and information technology divisions.  He has worked with TLU’s faculty and staff to restructure the curriculum, design a new first-year program, develop a coordinated program of academic support, establish a Center for Professional Development, and create the Moline Center for Servant Leadership. He also has regularly taught a freshman class in communication studies.  

“Throughout his tenure, Dr. Masterson has initiated, developed and completed significant improvements in each division,” said TLU President Ann M. Svennungsen.
She explained that Masterson had shared his original intention to retire at an earlier date, but because of the timing of the retirement of former president Jon Moline last year, he agreed to stay through the presidential transition and the university’s reaccreditation process in 2007.  
“I thank Dr. Masterson for the expertise, wisdom and collegiality he has so generously shared with me during my first year at TLU.  I am most grateful to him for this expression of loyalty to TLU and its mission,” Svennungsen said.  “He leaves the school a better place.”

Prior to joining TLU, Masterson was with the University of Miami for 22 years. He has been the recipient of numerous awards for his teaching, scholarship, and service and is the author or co-author of five college textbooks and numerous scholarly papers and articles.  He holds a B.A. from The College of Wooster, an M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D. from the University of Denver. 

Masterson and his wife, Nancy, plan to continue to live in Seguin and remain very involved as volunteers in the community. Masterson plays lead guitar for The Harleys, a for-charity-only classic rock band, and both John and Nancy are on numerous non-profit boards in Seguin.  They have two adult sons, John III of Missoula, Montana, and Noah of Alexandria, Virginia.  
“We also want to travel,” Masterson said. “I want to ride my Harley to Montana to see my son while I’m still young enough to do it!”  

Chemistry and biology seminars – At 2 p.m. today (Feb.22), Santiago Toledo, 2005 TLU chemistry graduate and currently a fourth year chemistry Ph.D. graduate student at the University of Washington, Seattle, will present a chemistry seminar entitled “Synthesis and reactivity of new pyridine based thiolate-ligated, non-heme iron superoxide reductase (SOR) model complexes.”  The seminar will be in Moody Science 303..  
Claire Bundick, Pharm. D. will present the biology seminar at 1 p.m. today (Feb. 21) in Moody Science 101.  Both seminars are open to the TLU community.
The 2008 Theology Symposium, “One Body Many Parts,” continues this weekend.  On Saturday, you are invited to take part in a service day where students and faculty will work together at Wesley Harper Methodist Church to build up the “Body of Christ.”  On Sunday, Dr. Ralph W. Quere, professor of history and theology emeritus at Wartburg Theological Seminary, will speak at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the Abiding Presence. He will also speak at chapel at 10 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 25.   

