If you’re seeing students around campus who are dressed unusually – whether it’s mismatched socks and green bows or a business suit – then it must be Pledge Month at TLU.  As pledges of Kappa Pi Gamma sorority, freshmen Kacie Chavez and Rachel Feller sport Gamma gear and big smiles as they walk through the ASC!  

News
Spring enrollment numbers are in.  Click here to view the report.

Welch Lectureship – Dr. Seiichi Matsuda, professor of chemistry and professor of biochemistry and cell biology at Rice University, will present the Robert A.Welch Lectureship at TLU at 2 p.m., Friday in Moody Science Hall101.  The lecture, entitled “Origins of Triterpenoid Skeletal Diversity,” is free and open to the public.  

In his research, Dr. Matsuda is investigating the catalytic and evolutionary origins of terpenoid structural diversity. In this seminar he will present experiments in which triterpene synthases were mutated to generate other products. Most mutations diversify product profile, but some enzymes with multiple mutations accurately produce a compound distinct from the product of the parent enzyme. Organisms have generated myriad enzymes by similar approaches, and Dr. Matsuda is seeking the results of these natural experiments in genomic information. Although the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana accumulates is considered to be a metabolically simple plant, his research has identified more than 40 triterpene skeletons in Arabidopsis genome mining experiments. Several of these are new compounds. Finally, the phylogenetic relationship between these and other triterpene synthases will be explored.

The Welch Foundation is one of the United States’ oldest and largest private funding sources for basic chemical research, and they have financially supported chemical research by the students and faculty at TLU for over 30 years. 
Miscellaneous

For sale –1989 Ford F-150 pick-up – $850 OBO.  Contact Tom Dodgen at ext. 8150.

Fitness Center Reach Your Peak weekly drawing winners are: 
· Week one – Marziya Hasan, Lynnal Ndimande, and Monica Hinson

· Week two – Matthew Saenz, Janet Hill, Amy Jones, Tabitha Edwards, Severa Beltran, and Jonathan Basha.
Be sure to fill out an entry card every time you work out. There will be a weekly drawing until spring break. Prizes include Bulldog Bucks, bookstore gift certificate, Lucky’s coupons and more.

Babysitting for faculty and staff – Alpha Kappa Psi, the international co-ed business professional fraternity, has decided to show our thanks to you for all you have done for us and the other TLU students.  We will be giving you a chance to celebrate Valentine's Day without children. We will host an evening of babysitting in Memorial Gym for you on Friday, Feb. 15, 6:30-11 p.m.  There will be a CPR certified sitter on duty along with other very responsible adults.  This will be of no charge but donations will be greatly appreciated. We have all kinds of fun planned for your children including movies, board games, etc.  There will also be snacks provided.  We do ask that you don't bring children who are not potty trained or can't feed themselves please. We hope you take advantage of this offer so we will be able to make it an annual event. If you are interested or would like to know more please reply to J.R. Corrales at hgcorrales@tlu.edu. Thank you.

 

