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Biology and chemistry major Jonathan Basha, center, discusses his senior seminar poster with Dr. Bob Jonas, professor of biology, and Andrew King, senior biology major. The biology senior seminar presentations are today beginning at 1 p.m. in Dunne Conference Center of Tschoepe Hall.
News

2007 Christmas Vespers – Texas Lutheran University’s traditional Christmas Vespers will be presented this weekend at Jackson Auditorium. The 2007 Vespers program is titled “Peace I Leave With You,” and is a service of music and word that focuses on the lineage of David and the Messiah through the life and relationships of the Biblical figure of Ruth.  San Antonio actress Sam Carter Gilliam will perform the role of Ruth. The TLU Choir, TLU Women's Choir, Kantorei Chamber Choir and the Symphonic Winds and Percussion will perform in Christmas Vespers.  
Friday and Saturday performances begin at 7:30 p.m. and the Sunday matinee will begin at 4 p.m.  The doors open 45 minutes before each performance. Seating is on a first-available basis. 
While tickets have all been distributed, Susan Rinn, assistant vice president for university relations, says that often unused tickets are returned prior to the performance. If you do not have tickets but want to attend, she suggests that you arrive at the auditorium 45 minutes prior to the performance and check in at the ticket table located in the lobby.   
A freewill offering will be taken and CDs of the Texas Lutheran choir will be available for sale.
As always, the auditorium will be decorated with beautiful red poinsettias, and after Vespers, these poinsettias may be purchased by members of the TLU community for $8 each, which is TLU’s cost. If you would like to reserve a plant, please e-mail srinn@tlu.edu. The plants may be picked up Monday, Dec. 4, at Jackson Auditorium from 12:30-1:30 p.m., and may be paid for when they are picked up.  
Ethics Match – A student team from TLU competed with 18 other Texas independent college and university teams earlier this month in a day of lively debates during Ethics Match “Ethics in Business,” a program of the Texas Independent College Foundation.  Held at the City Club of Fort Worth, the event was the fourth annual competition in a program developed to enrich educational opportunities for students by providing a forum for discussions of applied ethics with business leaders and professionals from across the state.  The TLU team placed fifth in the competition.   
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TLU business students competed in the Texas Independent College Foundation Ethics Match earlier this month in Fort Worth. Team members are, left to right, Marcus Bigott, senior theology major; Prof. Melanie Thompson, sponsor; Laurel Perry, senior business administration major; and Rene Guerrero, senior accounting major.  Also on the team, but not pictured, is Alice Schnelle, senior marketing major. 
Sports
Senior Matt Alves has achieved another first for TLU Athletics. Alves was named Thursday to the First Team of the 2007 ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America Football Team in the College Division.

Alves is the first Bulldog football player in school history to be a First Team selection and the first football player to be a two-time Academic All-American. He was a Second Team Academic All-America choice in 2006.

Alves, the holder of a 3.93 grade point average, is a senior business administration major. 

In Alves’ four-year football career with TLU, he collected 112 total tackles and had 19.0 tackles for loss. A linebacker, Matt was fourth on the team in total tackles in 2007 with 60. He also had 8.5 tackles for loss, 2.5 sacks, two recovered fumbles and a blocked kick. He was named an ASC Defensive Player of the Week in the 2006 season.
Off the field, Alves volunteers with the homeless and with Austin First Church and is active in Fellowship of Christian Athletes and several honor societies at TLU. He was recently named to the 2008 Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges. 

The Academic All-America teams are nominated and selected by the College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA).

