From the Provost

As most of you are aware, demands for sound data management as well as external and internal reporting have grown substantially in the past few years.  From our recent SACS review and its follow-up requirements, it is also clear that we need to dedicate more of our efforts to defining the outcomes we seek and developing effective metrics with which to assess our progress.

To help meet these expanding needs for institutional research and assessment, Jean Constable’s responsibilities in these areas will soon expand to full time.  As TLU’s Institutional Research Coordinator, Jean will work out of the Provost’s Office.  Congratulations Jean!

The business office is searching for Jean’s replacement now.  Until the business office has a new person in place, Jean will still be operating out of the business office in her current budget management role.

- Dr. John T. Masterson

Executive Vice President and Provost

News
Family Weekend 2007 – Many exciting activities are planned during Family Weekend 2007, Oct. 5-6.  Check out the full schedule here.  For more information, contact Malikah Pitts, director of First Year and Campus Programs, ext. 6404 or mpitts@tlu.edu.  
  
Microsoft Excel Certification available – TLU is now offering a program in Microsoft Excel Certification for its students, faculty, and staff through the Center for Professional Development (CPD). The program consists of a practice exam and a Microsoft Office Specialist exam in Excel 2003. Microsoft Office Specialist exams use “live” or real applications to provide the most authentic evaluation of your knowledge, skills, and abilities. Microsoft Office Specialist is the official Microsoft Office certification for desktop productivity.  

Practice exams will be available in the Blumberg Library computer laboratory on the following Sunday afternoons from 2-6 p.m.: Oct. 20 and 27; Nov. 3, 10, and 17; and Dec. 1. The $150 enrollment fee covers unlimited access to the practice exam and two opportunities to take the actual exam (first test and one re-test).

For complete information and the enrollment form, click here. If you have questions after reviewing the information on the website, call CPD at ext. 8047 or e-mail cpd@tlu.edu.

Writing Center – Please note that the Writing Center is no longer under the direction of the English department; all supplemental writing instruction is now supervised by Lisa Cradit, director of the Academic Support Center, and tutoring takes place in the library basement.  If you have questions, please contact Cradit at ext. 6305.  For Writing Tutor schedules, see the Academic Support web pages. 

Retirement options – Polly Bergerson, a representative from the ELCA Board of Pensions, will be on campus Oct. 29-30 to discuss retirement options.  A general meeting regarding the ELCA Plan and retirement options is scheduled for 9 a.m. on Monday, Oct. 29, in the Heritage Center.  The representative is also scheduling individual consultations on Oct. 29 in the Clifton Room and on Oct. 30 in Tschoepe 221.  Please e-mail Doris Engelhardt or call her at ext: 8017 to schedule an individual consultation.  

Current TLU employees who still have money in an ELCA Board of Pensions retirement account have been notified about this visit.  However, if you have an account, but have not been contacted, please call or e-mail Engelhardt.  She says, “We encourage you to take advantage of this campus visit, as the ELCA Board of Pensions representative does not visit TLU annually.”
Sports
In volleyball last night, fifth-ranked Trinity dropped TLU in three straight games – 30-24, 30-22, 30-19.  TLU fell to 10-5 with the non-conference loss.

