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Move in day – The class of 2011 moved in on Saturday with the help of dozens of students, faculty, administration and staff members.  Freshmen participated in a weekend orientation that included placement in an orientation group led by an upperclassman peer mentor who will work with them for the duration of the school year, getting their first schedule, buying textbooks, visiting the TLU Marketplace, and signing in as official members of the TLU community during matriculation ceremonies. 

Orientation also featured breakout sessions designed to help the students adjust to college life. Aug. 20-26 is Welcome Week on campus where both new and returning students are invited to participate in a variety of activities.  For more information, click here.

Opening convocation – President Ann M. Svennungsen will deliver the keynote address at the university’s traditional opening convocation at 9:30 a.m., tomorrow in Jackson Auditorium, officially beginning the university’s 117th year.  
During the opening convocation ceremonies, President Svennungsen will welcome students, faculty and staff.  Seguin Mayor Betty Ann Matthies also will bring greetings on behalf of the Seguin community.  Dr. John Masterson, provost and executive vice president of the university, will announce student and faculty awards and recognize faculty promotions.  Kristi Quiros, dean of student life and learning, will lead the installation of student organization leaders.
Refreshments will be served at Jackson Auditorium following the ceremonies. 

A modified class schedule will be held Tuesday morning, with the first class meeting 8-9 a.m. and the second class, 10:45-11:45 a.m.
Welcome

A number of new faculty and staff faces have joined our TLU community this summer.  Welcome to Malikah Pitts, director, first year and campus programs, student life; Raymond Jubela, custodian, facilities services; Ann Svennungsen, president; Teala Robinson, area coordinator, residence life; Carrie Hallmark, financial aid information specialist; Carli Valverde, admissions representative; Sara Bingham, admissions representative; Tim Kent, visiting instructor and head athletic trainer; Deanna Zapfe, area coordinator, residence life; Scott Charles Williams, visiting assistant professor, physics; Donna Zipp, instructor, education; and B.J. Griffith, assistant baseball coach and campus recreation assistant.
Also welcome to part time faculty members:  Kimberly Bishop, art; Jacob Dell, business administration; Erica Jennings, biology; Clayton Jewett, history; Michael Riggins, math; Jeremy Roethler, history; Amanda Brothers, sociology; Adele Walajtys, sociology; Ashley Paydo, English, communication studies; and Jennifer Bernard, music.
Other new part time employees are Scott Bigott, assistant men’s basketball coach; Ashley Bird, assistant volleyball coach; Xavier Holguin, assistant soccer coach; and Ted Roels, assistant softball coach. 
Professional Activities

Dr. Carolyn Austin’s “Mastering the Ineffable:  Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s ‘The Vase of Life’ and the Kantian Sublime” has appeared in the summer issue of Victorian Poetry (45:2).  Austin is an assistant professor in the department of English and Communications Studies.
Sports 

Add pix

Football  – New Head Coach Dennis Parker and his staff greeted 103 players, including 48 true freshmen, one medical redshirt freshman, 21 sophomores, 23 juniors and nine seniors. The Bulldogs open the 2007 season with a home game at 6 p.m. Sept. 1 against Sul Ross State.  

The Bulldogs have been picked fifth in the ASC Preseason Football Poll. TLU posted a 6-4 overall record and a 4-4 conference mark in 2006 under Tom Mueller. TLU brings back six starters on offense, five starters on defense and four starters on special teams. 

Volleyball – Practices are underway for the TLU women’s volleyball team. The Bulldogs will open the 2007 season on Aug. 31 with a 5 p.m. home game against Trinity University.  
See complete sports coverage here. 

In Memoriam

Betty Jean Jones, long-time friend of Texas Lutheran University, passed away Friday, Aug. 17, 2007 in Seguin.  Jones is an alumna, former mayor of Seguin, honorary degree recipient, and the driving force behind the restoration of the Fritz Homestead, which once belonged to her family.

Services for Jones are slated for Thursday, Aug. 23, at 1 p.m. at Emanuel's Lutheran Church in Seguin, with burial to follow at Riverside Cemetery in Seguin.  Following the burial, there will be a reception at the Fritz House on campus.  
Send us your news!
Students, faculty and staff – e-mail your announcements, news, photos or other information to today@tlu.edu by noon for the following business day’s newsletter.  

 

